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And now there arose some anomalous legal con-
ditions. Similar ones may have been exhibited
before and since, when one nation has been subdued
by another, but never, in known history, upon a
scale so conspicuous. Here were the original inhab-
itants of the conquered provinces living under a
modified Roman law, which tolerated the existence,
to some extent, of the prior customs of the provinces.
Over them came the barbarians with their rude
tribal organisations and customs. They could not,
if they would, abrogate the law under which the
people they had conquered were living. This law
could not be at once abrogated without destroying
the customs which it represented and enforced.
As we have already seen, customs can not be de-
stroyed at a stroke. To change them is a slow and
gradual work. Nor, probably, did the barbarians
desire wholly to abrogate them. They wished to make
friends, not enemies, of the people among whom
they intended to dwell permanently, and in no way
could they better effect this purpose than by suffering
them, so far as possible, to retain their laws and
customs. Still less could they renounce their own
laws. The attachment of their own followers to
their customs was as strong as that of the native
people to theirs. Necessity, as well as policy, pointed
to the expedient of allowing both systems to stand
side by side to such an extent as to permit the con-
quered populations to have the benefit of their own
laws and customs, so far as concerned transactions
between themselves, while the barbarians might
assert theirs wherever their interests and supremacy